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 1.0 Preamble 

The Centre for Gender and Social Policy Studies, Obafemi Awolowo University Ile-Ife, Nigeria organized 
a four-day International Conference with the theme: “Gender Equality and Pandemics: Rethinking 
National, Regional and International Growth and Development Pathways.” The conference was held at 
the African Centre of Excellence in ICT-Driven Knowledge Park, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, 
Nigeria from the 17th to the 20th of May 2022 and declared open by Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, the 
Vice Chancellor of Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. 

The aim of the conference was to identify new pathways to  promote and ensure gender equality while 
grappling with the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. The conference featured over 50 oral abstract 
presentations, and 5 roundtable and symposium sessions. Conference attendance was both virtual and 
in-person. 

2.0 Key Highlights from the conference  

A.    COVID-19 pandemic related gender-based violence is a major public health concern. The 
conference identified that the prevalence of intimate and non-intimate gender-based violence (GBV) 
is still high and includes but is not to limited to rape, assault, harassment, and femicide. The COVID-
19 pandemic and the lockdown measures to control the pandemic was an exacerbating factor for 
GBV. Institutions, State and non-State actors were poorly prepared to handle GBV during the 
pandemic. Conference participants identified that while there is a growing recognition of the need for 
countries to include GBV prevention and management in its emergency response plans, there is a 
more urgent need to institute intervention that mitigates the socio-cultural and religious ideations, 
beliefs and attitudes sustaining GBV. These interventions need to encompass academic, traditional, 
religious, and security measures.   

B.    Vulnerabilities were heightened during the COVID-19 pandemic. The conference recognized the 
marginalized groups, including women in their diversity, were worse affected by the pandemic. Many 
faced financial, social and economic insecurities.  People with disabilities are disproportionately 
affected by the pandemic and yet, had limited access to health, transportation and finance support 
services. Access of vulnerable populations of women to government support like the Conditional 
Cash Transfer programme and the COVID-19 palliatives offered by the government of Nigeria, is 
poor. Conference participants identified the need for communities to be involved in identifying 
members in need of support services, and for researchers to develop evidence driven inclusive 
pathways for reaching hard to reach vulnerable populations with palliative measures during health 
emergencies. 

 



 

C.  Inequality in access to services was further entrenched during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Inequality in access to clean water, sanitation and hygiene, and healthcare were exacerbated during 
the pandemic. The conference identified that women and girls had to handle the increased need to 
meet the diverse household needs despite the challenges and dangers the pandemic posed. These 
include ensuring continued access to water, sanitation, child nutrition and security despite the 
increased risk for the unavailability of these services during the pandemic. The poor access to 
maternal and child health and sexual and reproductive health services may heighten the poor health 
outcomes of women as an aftermath of the pandemic. Conference participants felt these impacts 
need to be closely monitored and measures instituted now to mitigate the long term impacts. 

3.0 Recommendations 

A. Gender-Based Violence 

·        Generate evidence on root causes and effective mitigation measures. 
·        Intervene at the individual, household, community, and societal levels. 
·        Disseminate information on prevention and control measures. 
·        Collaborate with societal institutions to institute speedy legal measures. 
·        Train health workers to identify cases and institute prevention measures. 

B. Vulnerable Populations 

·        Address the palliative care needs during country emergency responses. 
·        Engage community groups to reach out to community members during crisis. 
·        Improved access to public health facilities, services, and infrastructures. 
·        Institute measures to address stereotyping/labeling/stigmatization. 

·      C. Inequality In Access To Services 

·        Plan for girls, women, mother and child access to essential health services. 
·        Facilitate access to healthcare services by all as a rights and justice issue. 
        Prioritize access to clean water and sanitation for all people. 
 

 

 


